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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

1. How old does a boy have to be to join Boy Scouts?
A boy must have completed the 5th grade, be 11 years old or have earned the “Arrow of Light” in Cub Scouts; but he must be under the age of 18.

2. When are meetings?
Troop 156 meets at Glenview Community Church (located at the corner of Elm and Glenview Roads) every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM during the regular school year.

3. What do we mean by “Boy Led Troop?”

Scouting involves learning more than just how to pitch a tent. At Troop 156 we also strive to build character and other important values including teamwork and leadership. To do this, older boys are expected to assume leadership roles in their patrol and the troop. Sometimes this means things aren’t as tightly organized as they would be if an adult was in charge. But our role as adult leaders is to guide, mentor and assure safety as the boys learn a wide variety of important life skills.

4. What’s a “Class A” uniform and where can you get one?

The uniform does not make a boy a scout, but wearing it signifies that he takes seriously the values of scouting. The “class A” uniform consists of a long or short sleeve scout shirt, scout shorts or slacks, a neckerchief and slide, as well as a regulation belt and scout socks. Uniforms and other gear can be purchased new at Boy Scout stores located at 600 N. Wheeling Road, Mt. Prospect or 2745 Skokie Valley Hwy, Highland Park. “Class B” uniforms consist of scouting T-shirts worn with shorts or jeans. The Troop also conducts a uniform exchange program during the Court of Honor where boys can “trade up” for larger sizes as they grow.
5. What is the Boy Scout Handbook?

Every scout is expected to have a copy of Boy Scout handbook (also available at the scout stores). This provides useful information about everything from first aid to poisonous plants to camping tips. It also provides information about rank advancements and the all-important sign-off pages to keep a record of individual accomplishments.
6. What are the ranks and merit badges about?
Scouting provides many opportunities to learn new skills and take part in terrific adventures. Boy Scouts of America recognizes achievements by awarding badges of rank. The first three are Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class Next come Star, then Life and finally Eagle. The requirements to earn each rank are more challenging as a scout advances. Merit badges provide a framework for scouts to explore new ideas and master new skills, and they are required for higher ranks beyond first class. 
7. What is the Court of Honor?
Four times each year the Troop recognizes advancements during a special ceremony that replaces a regular Wednesday night meeting. This is where rank advancements and merit badges are presented, along with other important acknowledgements such as service projects or religious awards.
8. Do you have to go on all the campouts and daytrips?

While it is not a requirement that boys attend all events, they can advance faster if they participate in as many Troop and Patrol activities as possible. Most out-door events have between 15 and 25 scouts attending, along with two-to-five adult leaders. With the exception of summer camp, Troop 156 relies on parents to provide transportation to and from our outdoor activities. Parents are welcome and often stay over on camping trips. 
9. Do you have to provide camping equipment?

The Troop maintains our own tents, ground coverings, lanterns, first aid kits, cooking stoves and kits as well as a flotilla of canoes and kayaks.  Scouts are expected to provide their own personal gear including sleeping bags, mess kits, a flashlight, and rain poncho. We also recommend hiking boots, but many boys prefer athletic shoes. Seasonally appropriate clothing is a must, especially during winter months.
10. What’s a “patrol?”

The patrol is the building block of the Troop. Each patrol is a team of six to eight boys that make things happen. At Troop 156 we have five patrols… the senior patrol (teenagers), the Bats, the Scorpions, the Snakes, and the Trees. Each patrol includes boys of various ages with older scouts acting as the teachers and leaders. These smaller units work together and provide a greater opportunity for leadership positions throughout the Troop. (Sort of like the “houses” described in the Harry Potter books actually.)
11. What is the Venture Crew?

Venturing is a separate, stand-alone program for young men and women between the ages of 14 and 20 who have completed the 8th grade. V-Crew 156 tackles high-adventure outings such as rock climbing, canoe camping and back-packing, as well as social events geared to emerging young adults. V-Crew adult leaders include both men and women.
12. Who are the adult leaders?
Boy Scouts of America requires all scout masters and committee members to go through a series of training sessions including one on child protection. This program is available on-line at our district website, www.NEIC.org and we encourage all parents to take the time to review it. 
If you have any additional questions, or would like more information on any of these subjects, please use the “CONTACT US” link on our website, and one of our committee members or scout masters will get in touch with you.

